
 

 

 

March 26, 2015  Contact:  Jon Peacock  608-284-0580, ext. 307 

Wisconsin Children’s Group Applauds House Passage  

of Children’s Health Insurance Program  
 

Senate Strongly Encouraged to Take Action Now to Extend Program  

 

(Madison, WI)  Children’s health care advocates in Wisconsin praised the U.S. House of Representatives 

today for taking action to ensure children in Wisconsin and across the nation continue to get the quality 

health care coverage they need to succeed. In a rare showing of bipartisanship, the House voted 392 to 

37 to extend funding for the highly successful Children’s Health Insurance Program (CHIP).    

The extension of federal funding for CHIP is part of a $210 billion legislative package intended to fix the 

Medicare provider payment system. The bill also extends the Maternal, Infant, and Early Childhood 

Home Visiting (MIECHV) program, which, like CHIP, been shown to improve the health and development 

of children, while increasing children’s school readiness and their family’s economic stability.  

Jon Peacock, research director at the Wisconsin Council on Children and Families, said today’s vote will 

help protect BadgerCare for tens of thousands children in low- and moderate-income working families 

and will enable them to continue to receive the care they need to reach their full potential.  

CHIP has a long history of bipartisan support, providing coverage for children in families that earn too 

much to qualify for Medicaid but don’t have access to affordable health care. As a result of CHIP’s 

implementation, coverage rates for kids across the country are at a historic high of close to 93 percent.  

Peacock noted that there is one part of the bill that children’s advocates hope will be improved in the 

Senate.  “We applaud the House leaders in both parties for moving quickly to continue funding for 

children’s health care, but we urge the Senate to extend the funding for four years, rather than just 

two.” 

Forty-two governors of both parties, including Wisconsin, have called on Congress to move quickly to 

fully fund CHIP. Most states are trying to finalize their budgets soon, and many have factored the 

amount of promised federal CHIP funding into their plans.  Failure to continue CHIP funding would cost 

Wisconsin more than $100 million over the next two years.   

Peacock continued, “The message is loud and clear – CHIP is an important lifeline for Wisconsin children. 

The House took a very important step today and we urge the Senate to finalize legislation quickly to 

provide families and states the stability they need to plan for the next four years.”  

# # #  

http://clerk.house.gov/evs/2015/roll144.xml
http://clerk.house.gov/evs/2015/roll144.xml

